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Project Information The transformation of an agricultural utility
building into a special space for festive occasions

Builder-Owner that documents local history.

Gemeinde Alberschwende

Alberschwende is a community of over 300 people,
located between the Bregenzerwald and the Rhine
Valley. The characteristic village centre, with a
church, town hall and a country inn, is set amongst
traditional farmsteads complete with barns and
stables. However, like most of villages of the region,
the majority of the agricultural out-buildings lie in a
state of disrepair. Their preservation and reuse is of
crucial importance for the identity of the original
structures and Alberschwende as a whole.

Location
Alberschwende

Completion
2004

The municipality and its mayor, Walter RUf, decided
to convert an old stable, located in second row of
the village centre, into a small agricultural museum
which could double as an attractive venue for small
events, meetings, concerts and festivities. In the
course of the renovation, as much of the old
building fabric was preserved as possible. Silver fir,
a traditional local material, was used for the
extension and fittings, producing a delicate dialog
between the clean, abstract details of the new
intervention and rough surfaces of the existing
structure which bear testimony to the craft tradition
and harsh living conditions of the past. Two large
skylights and a wide footbridge highlight the new
use that the building.
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Project Stakeholders

Cooperation
DI Dieter Seeberger

Project Leader
Bmst. Ing Norbert Kaufmann

Colleague

Ing. Benjamin Baumgartl

Project Stakeholders

Cost Planning
Bmst. Ing Norbert Kaufmann

Building Site Manager
Harald Seidler

PRJ URI www.hkarchitekten.at/en/project/mesmer-stall/
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Awards

Holzbaupreis Vorarlberg
2005

Rights

Text Otto Kapfinger
"Hermann Kaufmann Wood
Works", Englisch: Bronwen
Rolls

Foto Bruno Klomfar
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